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'Encounters '  examines  the  forces  that  shape and 
nar rate  encounters  between soc iet ies,  f rom the anc ient  
to  the ear ly  modern per iod.  The canvas  on which these  
interact ions  wi l l  be  examined s t retches  f rom the Nor th 

At lant ic  to  As ia  wi th par t icu lar  focus  on encounters  
between soc iet ies  wi th d ivergent  soc ia l ,  pol i t ica l ,  and 
economic character i s t ics.  Examining th is  assymetr ica l  
interact ion,  f rom Roman imper ia l i sm in  Europe to  the  

Spanish conquest  of  the  New World ,  provides  an 
oppor tuni ty  to  i l luminate  the  manner  in  which the  

actua l i ty  of  the  encounters,  and the manner  in  which 
they are  represented in  the h is tor ica l  record ,  re inforce  

hegemonic  nar rat ives  of  contro l  and dominance.  


